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An overview of the origins, ambitions, and work so far of the
Irish Professional Footballers Benevolent Association

Presentation




GROUNDSWELL
OF GOODWILL

Over a century old, the League of Ireland has given
enjoyment to countless football fans down through
the decades.

Many hundreds of players have forged fine careers in the
domestic game. Others were professionals here before
or after going overseas. Some became internationals.

Generations of families have given service to the League
and the development of Irish football. We recognise
their contribution and respect their legacy.

As green shoots emerge within the League of Ireland,
we want to remember and honour those who graced
its fields in difficult times - and fund supports for some
of the players who kept it alive against the odds.



FORMAL FOOTING

Founded in October 2023, the aim of the
IPFBA is to holistically improve the welfare
of former footballers, particularly those
who have fallen on hard times.

When League of Ireland great James ‘Jacko’ McDonagh suffered a
debilitating stroke in 2022, the football community rallied to his aid.

While this campaign pre-dated the IPFBA, the collective response indicated
a wider need to support former players in a structured way. And so the
IPFBA was formally established with a view to addressing some of the
difficulties ex-footballers can face, including health and financial concerns.

TODAY .
200 active members



OUR MISSION

Committed to the wellbeing of our members
and supporting their quality of life, where
possible we will seek to financially assist former
players who find themselves in need of
healthcare or faced with other challenges.

REACHING “We have laid the groundwork for a member-driven organisation aimed at
OUT compassion, dignity and practical support. The IPFBA continues to build
relationships with clubs, medical professionals, other sporting organisations and

potential sponsors to help us extend our reach and resources. These partnerships
will be critical as we evolve from start-up phase to long-term sustainability. "

Martin Lawlor
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000
Our executive consists of former League of
Ireland players and entrepreneurs Harry McCue Martin Lawlor Harry Kenny
experienced in sports management and the CHAIRPERSON SECRETARY TREASURER

professional football environment.
We have Regional

Officers based
throughout the .
country in areas Co mm |ttee
with League of
Ireland clubs to
help coordinate
IPFBA initiatives
and enhance
awareness

Committee members include ex-players from
Dublin, Waterford, Cork, Limerick, Galway,
Derry, Athlone, Dundalk, and Drogheda.

The women’'s game is well represented, with
Linda Gorman (left) our vice-chair.



KEITH
TREACY

s~ PROUD PATRONS

Former Ireland internationals John Giles, Eoin Hand, Niall
Quinn, Liam Brady and Keith Treacy are Patrons of the IPFBA.

Their passionate, high-profile support has been outstanding and
Invaluable as we build our reach and engagement.

All see the need to assist ex-players and the value in forming
closer ties among “old pros” given our shared experiences and
knowledge about the beautiful game.

We want to strengthen that sense of fellowship across all ages
for the betterment of our present and future members.



INCLUSIVE CLUB

Our membership comprises both men and
women who have played at League of Ireland
level. We recognise that the female football
fraternity has a key role to play in advancing
our mutual aims.

LADIES OUT
TO LUNCH

The IPFBA have
held vibrant
get-togethers of
former female
LOI players
before the
Women's FA
Cup Finalsin
2024, 2025 and
will do so again
in 2026.




FA

The Football Association of Ireland
have given us valuable backing.
League of Ireland Director Mark

Scanlon attended the IPFBA's official
launch at the FAI headquarters in
Abbotstown in February 2024.

We work closely with the
Professional Footballers
Association of Ireland

SUPPORTIVE PARTNERS

The Professional Footballers Association of Ireland (PFAI)
have been hugely supportive of our work.

We were delighted to be the official Charity Partner at the PFA
Ireland Awards Dinner in late 2023, showing their early backing.

“It is important that former professional players

are supported when facing challenges.”
FAI PRESIDENT PAUL COOKE

The Irish Soccer Writers Association have also been hugely
supportive of the IPFBA’'s work to date. Harry Kenny (left) is
pictured with 102-year-old legendary ex-referee and former
Ireland kitman Charlie O'Leary at this year’'s gala awards banquet



INAUGURAL
IPFBA AGM

RED-LETTER DAY

July 12th 2025, marked a little
piece of history with the first
ever annual general meeting
staged by an ex-professional
benevolent association from
the League of Ireland.

We held our second (below)
twelve months later.



The IPFBA regularly holds bucket collections
at League of Ireland games across the country
thanks to our many willing volunteers and the
goodwill of clubs

POST-CAREER CARE

Issues like homelessness, mental health problems, and financial
woes are just some of the challenges we need to tackle in the
months and years ahead. This will take considerable resources.

INn the past year, 7 former professionals
were in receipt of financial help from us to
defray bills for audiologist fees, an oncology
appointment, therapeutic services, knee

surgery and nursing home costs. We know
there are others who require support.

Let's let them know we are here to help.



THE IPFBA AND ADVANCED MEDICAL
SERVICES (THROUGH OUR MEDICAL
OFFICER, DR. ALAN BYRNE) TEAMED
UP TO PROVIDE VITAL FREE HEALTH

SCREENING FOR 48 FORMER PLAYERS
IN ATHLONE IN EARLY JANUARY 2026
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FUNDRAISING

Fundraising Golf Classics have been
held in Limerick (2024), Galway
(2025) and Dublin (2026). The 4
annual event will take place at a
prestigious Leinster course next May.

Superb sponsorship has been
a key driver of their success.




SALUTING LEGENDS

The IPFBA believes the
greats who have made an

indelible mark on our game
deserve to be recognised.

We have been co-sponsors
of Dundalk FC’s Centenary
Legends / Hall of Fame

inductees in 2026 and have
Joey Malone & friends

lobbied other League of
Ireland clubs to follow suit



MEDIA
COVERAGE

Since launching, our activities have been
widely covered in the national and local
media, including RTE, the Irish Examiner,
Irish Independent, the Irish Sun, the Irish
Mirror, the Irish Daily Star and several
provincial and regional news publications.




SOCIAL ASPECT

Without doubt, one of the benefits of our
association are the connections continued and
rekindled with old team-mates and others who
shared the same playing fields. The camaraderie
and sense of community has been life-affirming,
and an important factor in our growth.




OUR ‘THREE WISE MEN’ FUNDRAISING
EVENT WITH JOHN GILES, LIAM BRADY

& NIALL QUINN IN VICAR ST., DUBLIN, IN
LATE APRIL 2025 WAS A BIG SUCCESS

‘TALKING REDS’ WITH RAY HOUGHTON
& MARK LAWRENSON TAKES PLACE AT
THE SAME VENUE ON 19 OCTOBER 2026
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THANK YOU

FOR YOUR INTEREST AND SUPPORT
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